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News in brief 


Sumpter man dies in Haggerty 
Road accident 

Van Buren Township Public 
Safety Department officers con- 
tinue to investigate a recent 
accident on Haggerty Road, just 
north of Robbe Road, that 
killed a 42-year-old Sumpter 
man. 

According to police, officials 
were dispatched at about 3:45 
p.m. on Dec. 9 to the area in 
response to a reported acci- 
dent. 

Upon arrival, police found a 


pick-up truck overturned and | 


occupied by William Cook. He 
suffered fatal injuries as a 
result of the collision with a 


tree and subsequent damage » 


caused by the vehicle rolling 
over and coming to a rest in a 
. ditch, according to reports. 

Preliminary investigation 
showed Cook was traveling 
northbound on Haggerty Road 
and, for reasons unknown, 
crossed into oncoming traffic 
and traveled some distance 
before hitting the tree. — 

No one else was involved in 
the incident, however, another 
vehicle in the area did suffer 
some damage from debris, 
police said. 

Officials are still unclear 
-whether or not the driver suf- 
fered a medical condition that 
led to loss of vehicle control. 
Alcohol, speed or weather do 
not appear to be factors, police 
Said. 

Anyone with more informa- 
tion is encouraged to eall (734) 
699-8917. 


Barnhill named to 
Starfish board 

Starfish Family Services 
recently announced the 
appointment of Kenneth 
Barnhill, Jr. to the board of 
directors. 

Barnhill will serve a Hee: 
year term and help guide the 
agency in providing services 
_ and proactive programs to vul- 
nerable families in the commu- 
nity. He is also the husband of 
Starfish’s late founder, Ouida 
Cash. 

“We are honored to have 
Ken join our board of directors. 
He played an integral role in 
shaping Starfish, and he is pas- 
sionate and committed to our 
mission of helping children and 
families,’ said Ann Kalass, CEO 
of Starfish Family Services. 
“The agency will continue to 
flourish under the leadership. 
and vision of exceptional peo- 
ple like Ken.” 

Barnhill is an entrepreneur 
_ who started several businesses 
in the 1970s, including an apart- 
ment management firm in Ann 
Arbor and a national compact 
refrigerator renting company 
for college students. 

In 1984, the year Barnhill 
met Cash, he worked as the 
Director of Youth Enterprises 
_ for Youth Living Centers, the 
_ organization that would later 
become Starfish Family 
Services. In 1990, Barnhill 
became vice president of a real 
estate management firm. 

He was elected to the 
Wayne-Westland School Board 
and served as the treasurer 
from 1985-1990. 


Starfish Family Services } 


_ serves more than 7,600 children 
and their'families at numerous 
service sites each year 
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Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


Six to 12 inches of snow 
enveloped the Romulus communi- 
ty Friday morning, but public sery- 
ice workers and city employees 
were able to weather the storm as 
residents began to dig out. 

Tom Wilson, director of public 
service, said that 20 workers 
worked round the clock to clear 
hundreds of miles of local streets, 
while county workers cleared the 
main arteries. 

‘They did a great job,” he said. 
“We knew it was a priority to clear 
at least a path on the streets so 
people could get out, go to work 
and earn a living.” 

Workers who drive the 20 city 


Kuderik won't seek mayor 3 spot 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


Tom Kuderik really doesn’t 
know how the rumor got started. 


Kuderik, a veteran member of | 


the Romulus Community School 
Board, will not be seeking the 
mayor’s job in 2009. 

“T’ve thought about it, and its 
definitely in the future, but not this 
time,” he said. “I’m doing a lot with 
the schools, and Id like to do more 
in the community, but there’s a lot 
to learn about the mayor’s office... 
If anything, I may run for city coun- 
cil? 

So far, only one person has 
announced that he will seek the 
mayor’s position, and that’s the 
incumbent, Alan Lambert. The 
mayor made his announcement at 
an annual Halloween party. 

Lambert said Kuderik called 
him about the mayor’s position. 

“He told me that he’s not run- 
ning, and he just wanted to set the 






plows worked a nearly 18-hour day 
to make sure roads were at least 
manageable during the first snow- 
storm of the year. 

Wilson said the biggest obstacle 
during this particular storm was 
the speed of which the snow fell, 
and the wind that caused drifts 
throughout the city. 

‘We went out there to take care 
of it once, and then later, we had to 
do it again,” he said. 

Though the local streets were 
cleared, there were some notice- 
able issues with several county 
roads that run through Romulus — 
mainly Merriman, Middlebelt, 
Ecorse, Pennsylvania and Van 
Born, according to one council- 
man. 

‘“T heard several comments that 
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Meeting needs 


Fish & Loaves Community Food Pantry 
sent letters to 300 of their clients in the 
Romulus area to invite them to pick up a 
™ food box from the Ball Road Tabernacle 
Church on Saturday. Assisting in distribut- 
ing the 380 boxes of food were members 
of the Romulus Christian Ministerial 
Association and laity from Ball Road 
Tabernacle, 
Pentecostal Missionary Baptist Church 
and Community United Methodist Church. 
Chartwell Food Service, provider for 
Romulus Community Schools, heard of 
the food distribution and donated milk that 
was included in the boxes. 


Snow blankets city, streets 


Wesleyan Church, 





there was quite a difference 
between the roads that we are 
responsible for, and the county 
roads,” said Councilman William 
Crova. “Also, I was told that our 
roads were better maintained than 
in some of the communities that 
surround us.” 

Wayne County Road 
Department went through signifi- 
cant budget cuts earlier this year. 

Resident compliance was a big 
factor in getting the snow off the 
roads, Wilson said. 

“As soon as the mayor issued a 
snow emergency, residents moved 
their personal vehicles off the 
road, which makes it easier for us,” 
he said. 


See Snow, page 3 








™m doing a Jot with the schools, and Id like to do more in 
the community, but there's a lot to learn about the 


mayor's Office... 


If anything, | may run for city council. 


Tom Kuderik 





record straight,’ Lambert said. 

Kuderik added that he believes 
the current mayor is doing a good 
job. 

A potential candidate - 
Councilman Harry Crout —- has 
emerged as a person who may 
oppose Lambert, with whom he 
frequently disagrees on the coun- 
cil. In an interview two weeks ago, 
Crout said he would make a final 
decision about whether he will run 
for mayor in early 2009. 

Crout was elected to his current 
seat in 2005. If he chooses to run, 
he will be giving up an opportunity 


. to seek re-election to the council. 


The mayor’s position is the high- 
est elected office in the city. 
Whoever is elected to a four-year 
term will be responsible for about 
130 city employees, eight mayor 
departments, and a budget of about 
$23 million. 

There typically is not a large 
field of candidates seeking the job, 
but it’s unlikely that Lambert will 
run unopposed for the position. 

In addition to the mayor’s posi- 
tion, seven council seats, and the 


See Mayor, page 3 
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Loans 
will help 
residents 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


Local officials breathed a sigh 
of relief Friday after President 
George W. Bush issued an order 
that provided $17 billion of money 
earmarked for a bank bailout be 
used to assist two American 


. automakers. 


Mayor Alan Lambert praised 
the deal as one that will help sta- 
bilize city and state finances 
because it gives General Motors 
and Chrysler Group — the former 
of which operates an assembly 
plant in the city - a chance to 
come up with a plan that will 
ensure their viability going for- 
ward. 

“I was glad to hear that the 
automakers were going to get the 
aid they need,’ he said. “Anything 
that is going to ensure that they 
can keep their doors open will be 
good for the area, even though we 
know they’re going to need more 
from the new President.” 


Pain still expected 

Automakers will have to meet 
requirements to take advantage of 
the loan, and will have to prove 
that there is a plan in place to 
become profitable by March. 
Other provisions have given some 
legislators pause, such the poten- 
tial for workers to have to endure 
further wage cuts. 

“We all want to see the Big 3 
restructure and be competitive in 
the future, but it is irresponsible 
during a time of economic crisis 
for the White House to insist that 
workers take further wage cuts on 
top of the historic concessions 
they have already made,” said 
Congressman John Dingell (D- 
Dearborn). 

“No one is asking corporate 
executives to reduce their salaries 
to levels similar to that of their 
Japanese counterparts, and no 
one required the employees of 
Citibank or AIG to take a pay cut,” 
he added. | 

Lambert said it’s still possible 
that Romulus could lose more res- 
idents because of layoffs or buy- 
outs at the plant, resulting in a loss 
of patrons for local businesses and 
a glut of homes for sale. 

The plant is still a big fish in 
the city, and the surrounding area. 
Though its impossible to know 
how many employees at the 
engine facility live in Romulus or 
in western Wayne County, the city 
and schools. receive about $5.5 
million in property and other 
taxes, according to the Romulus 
assessor’s office. 

“That is $5.5 million that we 
don’t want to see go anywhere, for 
obvious reasons,’ Lambert said. 


Others relieved 

The Romulus plant produces a 
variety of V-6 and V-8 engines that 
power GM full-size SUVs and 
pickups. More than 928,000 
engines were produced in the 
2007 calendar year, according to 
numbers provided by the 
automaker. 

State lawmakers also 
expressed relief, but noted that 


See Loan, page 3 
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3 men arrested in 





Let there 
be light 


The Van Buren Township Parks 
and Recreation Department 
recently announced the winner 
of the annual Holiday Lights 
Home Decorating Contest. 
Nancy McGuire, who lives on 
Mom’s Drive’ in the township 
took top honors this year. 
Judging took place Dec. 17, 
when township officials ran- 
domly visited homes in the area 
to find the winner. McGuire 
received a gift certificate from 
Applebee's. 


School p 


Andrea King 
Staff Writer 





The new Strategy to Overcome 


Obstacles and Avoid Recidivism — 


(SOOAR) program is already mak- 
ing.a beneficial impact on students, 
according to officials at the alterna- 
tive education school. 

“It started off rough because 
there was some student resistance, 
but it has and will benefit students,” 
said Saul Davis, principal at the 
school. 

“Tt deals with issues in the past, 
their success in school and for them 
to know there are other options out 
there,” he added. | 

The expulsion and diversion pro- 
gram, funded through a grant, is 
designed to target individuals 
before the time of expulsion. It’s a 
priority to get those students into 
the program as a form of treatment 
for issues like substance abuse, 
anger management and class fail- 













The Public Hearing relates to the following described property: 
This is a portion of parcel with the tax ID number V125-83-058-99-0006-705. This prop- 


ure, according to Valarie Bonner, 
executive director of Beacon Life 
Skills. 

“Things like behavior manage- 
ment, homework help and other 
community skills and behavior 
learning is included,” she said. “We 
do an intake on each child and par- 
ent to see what the problem is, then 
personal management, how to learn 
effective study habits and be in the 
community effectively; most impor- 
tantly agree to disagree.” 

Although the program is still new 
to the schools, it has been done 
before in prisoner re-entry, but was 
modified for children. 

“Tt wraps around the approach, 
looking at what’s going on with the 
child, at home, in person and at 
school,” said Bonner. 

‘“We’ve already seen students 
bring their grades up and it’s helped 
them,’ she added. 

“T was eager to endorse this pro- 
gram,’ said Ralph Nodwell, treasur- 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES. 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING - 


The Charter Township of Van Buren Board of Trustees will hold a public hearing on 


Tuesday January 13, 2009 at 7:30 p.m., in the Board of Trustees Room, 46425 Tyler Road, 
Charter Township of Van Buren, Wayne County, Michigan. 





rogram is lauded 


er of the Van Buren Public School 
Board. “It’s a great opportunity to 
bring back to students of Van Buren 
who might have problems and can 
benefit from this program.” 

SOOAR is a four-day a week pro- 
gram after school. Davis said it’s a 
case management approach before 
students get to the expulsion phase. 

‘“There’s a misconception at the 
alternative education,” he said. “We 
wanted to do something to address 
those issues of students thinking 
they have to adhere a certain way 
and see if those issue are salvage- 
able, if not then find the best avenue 
for them to be successful. If not 
here, then where? 

“All and all it helps to breed a 
better school environment,’ Davis 
added. 

The program continues to look 
for volunteer teachers, tutors or 
resources. To help or for more infor- 
mation, contact the school at (734) 
697-6549. 
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Three suspects await charges 
stemming from a recent home inva- 
sion in Van Buren Township. 

Police apprehended three 
males recently who were believed 
to be involved in home invasions 
that occurred in Van Buren, locat- 
ed in the subdivision of Greenbrier, 
Charter Club and Andover, accord- 
ing to police reports. . 

When the incidents were report- 
ed, one caller gave police a 
description of a suspicious vehicle 
that was in the driveway of one of 
the homes in the Greenbrier 
Subdivision, police said. 

A short time later, a Van Buren 
officer located the suspected vehi- 
cle occupied by three males in 
Parkwood Manor. Officers saw 
electronic equipment similar to 
that which had been reported 
stolen inside the passenger com- 
partment of the vehicle. A further 
search revealed electronic equip- 
ment and games in the trunk, along 
with computer components and a 
plastic tub with coins. 

The three suspects were taken 
into custody and, stolen items from 
the other break-ins were found on 
one of the suspects, according to 
police. 

A search warrant was later exe- 
cuted at one of the suspect’s resi- 
dences where large quantities of 
DVDs, stereo equipment, large flat 
screen TVs, computer components, 
jewelry and wrapped Christmas 
presents that had been reported 


series of break-ins 


stolen were found. 

The suspects are believed to be 
involved in other break-ins that 
occurred recently in Canton 
Township. Canton officials will be 
working with Van Buren Township 
in developing the home invasion 
cases, police said. 


Watch for daily news updates on our website 


www.journalgroup.com 


CANTON CINEMA 


Goedrich Online ticketing www.GQTl.com 


734-844-3456 


Ford Ad. 1 Mile West o! IKEA 


| ‘4 25 ALL SHOWS 
: With this FeX-S°7 2-000) 


not valid for Fathom Events or Digital 3D 
empes 1403 


DETROIT’S BEST 


MOVIE DEAL 


ALL LOUNGER SEATS ALL STADIUM SEATING 
ALL DIGITAL SOUND 


$4.25 1094.75 
ALL SEATS 


EXCEPT ADULT EVENING 


SHOWTIMES 12/26 ~ 1/1 €> No passes 


© BEDTIME STORIES (PG) TH 4:50, 7:15, 9:35 
FRI-TH 12:00, 2:25, 4:50, 7:15, 9:35 

a FAI/SAT LS 11:55 
€ VALKYRIE (R) TH 4:25, 7:10, 9:55 
FRI-TH 11:05, 3:45, 4:25, 7:10, 9:55 
> MARLEY & ME (PG) TH 4:20, 7:00, 9:40 
FRI-TH 11:00, 1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 9:40 
€ THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON 
(PG-13) TH 3:10, 6:30, 9:50 
FRI-TH 11:35, 3:10, 6:30, 9:50 
© YES MAN (PG-13) TH 4:30, 7:05, 9:30 
FRI-TH 11:45, 2:10, 4:30, 7:05, 9:30 
FAISAT LS 11:50 
€> THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX (G) 
TH 4:10, 6:45 FRI-TH 11:50, 2:00, 4:10, 6:45 
FOUR CHRISTMASES (PG-13) 
DAILY 3:30, 5:35, 7:40,9:45 FRISATLS 12:00 
BOLT DISNEY DIGITAL 3D (PG) FRI-TH 11:10, 1:25 
TWILIGHT (PG-13) DAILY 9:00 FRUSAT LS 11:40 





With discounts for good drivers, multiple 
vehicles and combining home and auto policies, 
a great auto rate is closer than you think. — 
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there® 


CALL MY OFFICE FOR A QUOTE 24/7. 


Kevin Hatmaker, Agent 
38536 Michigan Avenue 
Wayne, MI 48184 

Bus: 734-641-2886 
www.kevinhatmaker.com 


"Discounts may vary from state to state. 
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State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm indemnity Company, Bloamington. IL 
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The applicant, Meijer Inc., is requesting special use approval. A special use approval is 
required for a Drive-in Pharmacy per Section 12.03 (d) of the Zoning Ordinance. Written 


comments will be accepted at the Department of Developmental Services until 5:00 p.m., 
January 13, 2008. 





From all of us at the Western 
Wayne Family Health Center, 
our best wishes for a healthy, 
happy and safe holiday season! 





——— eee 


In the spirit of compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals with a 
disability should feel free to contact the Department of Developmental Services, at least 
seventy-two (72) hours in advance of the meeting, if requesting accommodations. 


Posted 
Publish: 


December 18, 2008 
December 24, 2008 





Western Wayne Family Health Center 


2500 Hamlin Court - Inkster, Ml - Ph: (313) 561-5100 Fx: (313) 565-0309 


Watch for daily news updates on our website www.journalgroup.com 
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Backers regroup after smoke-free han defeat 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


The failure of the proposed smoke-free 
workplace bill in the Michigan Senate 
incensed backers, but leaves open the possi- 
bility of revisiting the idea in 2009. 

Sen. Ray Basham (D-Taylor) has support- 
ed such a bill for 10 years, but a provision 
that would exempt casinos, cigar bars and 
race tracks derailed the legislation after 
bipartisan committee discussions moved into 
the early-morning hours of Friday. 

Basham said the chasm between lawmak- 
ers was caused by the provision that would 
have required all workplaces to ban smok- 
ing. 

“T am absolutely crestfallen over this, as 
close as we came to seeing this effort through 
only to come up empty-handed, it’s very diffi- 
cult,” said Basham. 

The 2007-2008 legislative year saw more 
major milestones for smoke-free workplaces 


_ Calendar of events 


than ever before, culminating.in the passage 
of bills by both the State House and Senate 
— yet it came to a close with no bills reaching 
final passage. Multiple compromise propos- 
als were brought to the table that had the 
potential to bridge the differences on both 
sides of the issue, but they never made it past 
the committee. 

But backers of the legislation do not 
believe the idea of smoke-free workplaces is 
dead yet. ~ 

“T haven't given up hope over the last 10 
years, and I don’t plan to start now. Going 
into year 11, this will remain my top priority, 
and I don’t care whose name is on the bills as 
long as this issue gets some traction,” 
Basham said. 


Where there’s smoke. . . 

The smoke free bills would have banned 
smoking from all workplaces in Michigan to 
protect the health of workers in the state. 

In January, the legislation may have a bet- 


ter chance of passing because of changes in 
the make-up of the House, which will see 46 
new members as a result of the November 
elections, said State Rep. Robert Constan (D- 
Inkster), who voted to approve the original 
bill. 

“IT do think we’ll see a change soon,” he 
said. | 

“I think (the smoking ban) is in the best 
interest of the state,’ Constan added. “It’s 
unfortunate that it wasn’t resolved.” 

State Rep. Richard LeBlanc (D-Westland) 
agreed. 

“T would suspect that there will be people 
lining up to get various versions of the bill 
drafted,” said LeBlanc. ‘‘Over the course of 
the last two years, I voted for it three times.” 

Although not an original proponent of the 
smoking ban legislation, LeBlanc said that 
his stance on the issue changed over time, in 
part due to viewpoints streaming in from 
constituents. 

In all, he said that about 88 percent of the 


communication he received from residents 
on the topic favored a smoking ban. 

LeBlanc stressed that only time will tell 
how the situation will be resolved, but specu- 
lated that that chances of it passing would be 
improved if the bill exempted casinos. 

“Tt would bring possibly enough people on 
board to get the legislation passed,” he said. 

Basham said is not prepared to abandon 
the smoke-free concept, citing support in the 
community. 

“This is certainly a setback, but nota 
defeat,” he said. 

“T will keep pushing for the health of all 
men, women and children in this state, and if 
the Legislature won't take action on behalf of 
the people, I'll see to it that we put this issue 
on the ballot and before the voters. I know I 
will see smoke-free air for all Michigan work- 
ers some day, it’s just too bad it won't be 
today.” 

— Staff Writer Meghan Chatham con- 


tributed to this report. 


Exemptions could mean opportunities 


Sinema contest set 
Artists young and old. will be able to participate in a contest that 
- will answer a burning question: Who can build the best snowman? 
Sponsored by the Romulus Parks and Recreation Department, 
the “Let’s Build a Snowman” contest will take place through 
February. To enter, snow sculptors must call the recreation depart- 


ment and a representative will come to the contestant’s home to | 


photograph the masterpiece, 


Snowmen or women, snow-made sculptures and forts will be 


judged. 


At the end of the contest, all entries will be "deed. nd prizes . 


awarded. 


For more information, or to schedule a photo session, call (734) . 


941-8665. 
Christmas bowling rolls on 


Bowlers who want to spend the Christmas season striking out 
will be able do so Dec. 29, when Michael B’s Bowling Alley offers 


Christmas Bowling. 


The annual event is co- -sponsored by Romulus Parks and 


Recreation. 


The event will include two games, shoe rental, dinner and mone- 
tary prizes for the cost of $20 per ticket. 
The $20 fee is for a one adult, one child couple. 


Pre-registration Is required. 


For more information, or to register, call the senior center at (734) 


955-4120. 


Youth basketball teams forming =. 


The Romulus Recreation Rooarmrcnt is ; accepting applications 
for the youth basketball program, which will continue from Jan. 12 


to April 24. 


Practices are from 5: 50-9 | p.m. on varying days of the week, 
Monday through Friday, depending on team assignments. All games 
are from 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. on Saturdays. 

Teams will be broken down by grades. 

The games will take place at Romulus High School, Romulus 
Middle School and selected Romulus elementary schools. 

The cost for the program is $70 for one child, $130 for two imme- 
diate family members, $180 for three immediate family members 
and $220 for four immediate family members. All prices include a 


team j jersey. 


For more information, call (734) 941-8665. 


Municipal offices announce holiday closures. 
Romulus City Hall and the 34th District Court will be closed on 
Wednesday, Dec. 24 and Thursday, Dec. 25, in observance of the 


Cosunas holiday. 


~The same offices will also be closed on wednesday f Dec. 31 and 
J an. 1, for the New Year holiday observance. 


Senator is honored 


State Sen. Tupac Hunter (D- Inkster) was honored by the advoca- 
cy group Michigan's Children with the Legacy Hero Award. 

This is the ninth year that the group has honored legislators for 
their work for children. Hunter is the sponsor of legislation to 
require insurance companies to cover the cost of treatment pro- 
grams for autism, and legislation that would create an autism 


research fund. . 


He also is the sponsor of a resolution encouraging Congress to 
enact the Teacher Education for Autistic Children Act. 

He has also introduced resolutions calling on Congress to enact 
the federal Protecting Children’s Health in Schools Act, and a reso- 
lution calling on Congress to enact the School-Based Health Clinic 


Establishment Act of 2007. 


Hunter received the award on Dec. 9. 


Snow 


FROM PAGE 1 


At the Monday night city council 
meeting, elected officials praised 
the workers for helping to keep 
streets passable during the down- 
pour. | 

As soon as the snow fell, they 
were on the streets clearing the 
roads so we could get out,” said 
Councilman John Barden. “They 
deserve all of the praise they are 
getting (for the handling of the 


Mayor 


FROM PAGE 1 





city clerk and city treasurer seats 
will also be up for grabs. 

All elected posts in the city 
serve four-year terms. 

For now, Kuderik is happy steer- 
ing policy with his colleagues on 


_ storm). 


Mayor Pro-Tem Randy Gear 
agreed. 

“T just want to thank all of our 
DPS workers forgetting the job 
done,” he said. “The snow just 
came down out there — it was really 
tough.”’ 

The storms were the first in 
what is expected to be an active 
winter. Wilson said the city will 
have the resources to keep 
Romulus safe during the dog days 
of winter. 

“Our goal is to make sure it’s 
safe out there,” he said. 


the school board. 

‘“There’s so much that going on 
in the economy, and so much going 
on with the schools,” he said. “‘T like 
working with the kids, and I want 
to make sure the schools are in 
good hands. 

“All I ean say right now is that I 
have a lot to think about,’ Kuderik 
added. : 


Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


Industrial exemption tax breaks 
could be greatly expanded if Goy. 
Jennifer Granholm signs a recently 


_ approved state Senate bill. 


The bill — SB 218 - would 
expand the eligibility require- 
ments to obtain an industrial facili- 
ties exemption certificate, encour- 
aging economic development and 
plant rehabilitation in industrial 
areas. 

The impetus for the legislation 
is to retain industrial businesses 
and jobs during a long rough patch 
in the state economy, said State 
Sen. Ray Basham, a sponsor of the 
bill. 

“As our economy struggles, 
especially in the industrial and 
manufacturing sectors, we should 
be doing everything in our power 
to incentivize and ease develop- 
ment,” said Basham. 

“Doing what we can to stimulate 
rehabilitation and rejuvenation of 


existing sites reduces sprawl and- 


waste of space, and helps generate 
economic development in existing 
corridors of activity, he added. 
Industrial Facilities 
Exemptions provide manufactur- 
ing companies the ability to apply 
for 50 percent tax breaks on busi- 
ness improvements. Though the 





Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


Drivers caught operating a vehi- 
cle with a blood alcohol level of .15 
or above will now be required to 
have an ignition lock placed on 
their vehicles. 

State House Bill 4289 was 
approved by the Michigan 
Legislature Dec. 18 in a marathon 
session. The bill was forwarded on 
to the State Senate where it was 
approved. It now heads to Gov. 
Jennifer Granholm, who is expect- 
ed to sign it into law, said State 
Rep. Robert Constan, one of the 
sponsors. | 

“This legislation has been in 
Lansing for about five years now,” 
said Constan. “Drunk drivers are 
dangerous, and this plan will allow 
us to take real action against those 
who pose a serious threat to the 
safety of Michigan drivers.” 

“Aleohol ignition interlock 
devices have proven to be an effec- 
tive tool in the battle against drunk 
driving, but only one out of 10 con- 
victed drunk drivers currently has 
an interlock on their vehicle. It’s 
time Michigan takes action to crack 
down on extreme drunk driving in 
order to keep our roads and resi- 
dents safe.” 


Different degrees 
Michigan law specifies that a 
person driving with a blood alcohol 
level of .08 is legally drunk. The .15 
provision in the bill is considered 
extremely intoxicated, Constan 
sald. 


breaks make it more likely that 
businesses will stay in Michigan, 
giving a tax abatement to business- 
es can be a thorny proposition. 

Businesses qualify for the 
abatements if they can receive sup- 
port from the municipality where 
the businesses are located. 
Municipal governments are facing 
a laundry list of their own prob- 
lems including a loss of state 
shared revenue, and a loss in prop- 
erty taxes, 

“T guess that anything that is 
going to give businesses an advan- 
tage in this climate is something 
we're going to have to do, but it still 
gives us pause,” said Romulus 
Mayor Alan Lambert. 

“We can’t just give away the 
bank,” he added. 

The changes put into place by 
the bill would amend the Plant 
Rehabilitation and Industrial 
Development Act under which 
property tax abatements can be 
granted by local units of govern- 
ment to new and speculative build- 
ings and to replacement facilities. 

The bill would also create a gen- 
eral exception that would allow a 
facility located in an industrial 
development district to qualify for 
a property tax abatement even if 
procedural error is made, as long 
as the facility met all other criteria 
of the act and had received written 


“At that level, a person would be 
falling down drunk, and would like- 
ly be on the verge of passing out,” 
said Constan. 

The bill also has provisions that 
would require repeat offenders to 
invest in the lock. 

Interlock devices connect to the 
ignition and check for the presence 
of alcohol in the driver. 

The driver must blow into the 
machine in order to start the car 
and continue to periodically blow 
into the device to continue operat- 
ing the vehicle. If the interlock 
device senses alcohol, the car will 
not start or it will shut the car off 
New technology has made the 
locks more useful to law enforce- 
ment, Constan said. 

“There are voice-recognition 
features on the locks that act 
almost as a fingerprint to prevent 
someone else from blowing into the 
device,” he said. 

According to Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving (MADD), 58 percent 
of alcohol-related traffic fatalities 
involve drivers with a blood alco- 
hol level of 0.15 or higher. MADD 
also says that extremely drunk 
drivers are 382 times more likely to 
be involved in a fatal crash than a 
sober driver: 

MADD fought for the law since 
the inception of the interlocks, and 
praised approval of the bill. 

Nechole McClendon, a program 
specialist for Wayne County- 
MADD, said the locks are an inte- 
gral part of the effort to eliminate 
drunk driving. 

‘We're very pleased that the bill 


approval from the chairman of the 
Michigan Economic Growth 
Authority. 

Municipalities use a myriad of 
requirements locally to determine 
the length of the tax break, which 
can by law go up to 12 years. 

Those criteria include jobs cre- 
ated or the potential loss of jobs, 
the value of improvements, and 
the length of time of the business 
relationship between the city and 
the municipality, among others. 

Some office holders hope the 
expansion will provide more 
opportunities, even as they wonder 
about the fiscal future of the 
municipality they serve. 

“T do think that we need to try to 
bring more businesses into our city, 
but I have to say that I’m against 
giving out a tax break for any 
longer than two years, said 
Michael Greene, a councilman 
from Inkster. 

“Eventually, the dollars are 
going to have to be made up from 
residents,” he added. _ 

Businesses in the immediate 
western Wayne County area that 
have received tax abatements dur- 
ing the past five years include 
General Motors and Aztec 
Manufacturing, both in Romulus, 
Livernois Vehicle Development in 
Inkster, and ArtCraft Pattern and 
U.S. Farathane, both of Westland. 


Car interlock legislation approved 


was approved,” she said. “We 
would have liked to see it required 
for first-time offenders at the 
nationally recognized .08, but this is 
definitely a step in the right direc- 
tion. 
Drivers who are stopped will 
have to purchase the lock. If they 
cannot afford it, and interlock com- 
pany will install it, and the driver 
will have to pay $1 per day for a 
period to be determined by the 
court. 
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Other states 

Constan said Michigan is the 
40th state to enact an ignition lock 
law. 

“We looked at laws in other 
states leading up to this,” he said. 

The bill received, in both the 
House and Senate, overwhelming 
bipartisan support. It was 
approved in the House by a margin 
of 104-1. 

The ability of both Democrats , 
and Republicans to reach a con- 
sensus last Thursday made the bill 
one of a handful that was approved 
by both the House and Senate, 
Constan added. 

“Innocent lives are on the line 
every time a drunk driver starts 
their: car and hits the road,” 
Constan said. 

“This is an essential plan that 
toughens penalties for drunk driv- 
ers and their reckless actions. I am 
pleased that my colleagues in the 
House and Senate reached across 
the aisle to approve this plan and 
put the protection of Michigan driv- 
ers first.” 
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the state had previously been 
asked for —and gave — assistance to 
the Big Three. That request was 
granted two years ago, said State 
Sen. Richard LeBlanc. 

“What they asked for was con- 


sideration within the Michigan 
Business Tax and they received 
it,” said LeBlanc. 

Since then, LeBlanc said that 
he was not aware of any other 
requests for aid that have been 
made to the State of Michigan on 
the behalf of the automakers. 

For individuals caught between 
the foundering companies and the 


difficult economy who could 
potentially lose their jobs as the 
companies reshape themselves, 
there is little in the works at the 
state level to help, LeBlanc said. 

“The things that have been in 
place are still in place,” he said. 
“Tt’s still not enough.” 

— Staff Writer Meghan Chatham 
contributed to thas report. 
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Important legislation requires party cooperation 


There were plenty of hits and 
misses last week as most legislative 
bodies adjourned for the holidays. 


Here are two things that warrant 


future attention when those bodies 
reconvene next year. 

In the state Legislature, a pro- 
posed ban on smoking in the work- 
place ultimately fell flat after a pro- 
vision to exempt cigar bars, casinos 
and race tracks didn’t pass muster. 

This is really common sense leg- 
islation and it needs to be 
approved. The latest versions of the 
bills—which have been in the 
works for nearly a decade now— 
protect those they are supposed to 
protect and still allow for the types 
of businesses that cater to—or at 
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According to my 
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By the time you read this, 
Christmas will be right on top of 
us—if not already gone. 

It’s been a difficult year for 
many of us, but there’s still time left 
to reflect on all the positives and 
plant the seeds of hope for the com- 
ing year. 

As | take a look back and try to 
come up with a ‘wish list’ for the 
many communities I cover, it’s 
tough to narrow down too many 
things. The lists are long for the 
needs are many, but I believe if we 
all work together then we can over- 
come whatever difficulties lay 
ahead. 

So that’s my first Christmas 
wish: some common sense. I hope 
this holiday brings about a new 
sense of peace and cooperation 
between residents and leaders that 
will bring about a new age of pros- 
perity. It would be nice if the con- 


Call me freshly disgruntled 


I left the last Belleville City 
Council meeting more annoyed 
than usual. 

Something that’s normally a rou- 
tine agenda in the city—and typi- 
cally just housekeeping sort of 
items—got under my skin: the 
appointments to boards and com- 
missions. 

New appointments—made by 
the mayor—had to be made for the 
Downtown Development Authority 
(DDA), the Planning Commission, 
the Cemetery Advisory Committee, 
the Brownfield Redevelopment 
Authority and the Board of Review. 
Officials started with the DDA. 
which showed Ryan Taylor (as a 
property interest member) with a 
term to expire Dec. 31, 2012 and 


least tolerate—smokers to flourish. 

Anti-smoking legislation has 
been in approved in many other 
states and it’s time to Michigan to 
catch up with them. 

The second is a proposed 
amendment to the way the Wayne 
County parks millage is distributed. 
The proposal—which received a lot 


of attention in the waning days of 


the 2008 election cyecle—would 


guarantee a return of 25 percent of 


the tax revenue to the municipali- 
ties. Currently, the funding is 
geared toward the Wayne County 
Parks system—as county officials 
say it should be—and leftover funds 
are provided back to the communi- 
ties in the form of grants. The prob- 


FE 


cept of goodwill to all men would 
survive, say, a contentious budget 
session or tricky piece of legisla- 
tion. 

In Canton, one of my Christmas 
wishes is already coming to be. 
Representatives from Wal-Mart 
indicated recently that they'll soon 
be removing the old cement factory 
at Michigan Avenue and Canton 
Center Road (or Belleville Road, 
depending on if you’re on the north 
or south side of Michigan). It will be 
a while before the new store will be 
up and running of course, but it'll 
be nice to have that eyesore gone 
once and for all. 

I also hope for the continued 
prosperity of the township, despite 
the major change of leadership 
there. 

In Northville Township, I hope 
the board finds some of the respect 
and goodwill they deserve 


resident Ken Voigt (as a non-prop- 
erty interest member), also with a 
term to expire Dec. 31, 2012. 

Mayor Richard Smith said he 
recommended the two because 
they're a fresh voice for the board. 
They would replace Shawna Austin 
and Frank Brown. 

That’s when Councilman George 
Chedraue spoke-up in an objection 
to the ‘fresh’ voices and stated that 
both members who will be leaving 
the DDA board do so at a time 
when they are needed. Austin, a 
downtown businessowner, has 
been instrumental in the work of 
the DDA facade program, while 
Brown has also done his fair share 
of progress for the group. Why stop 
that progress now? 





lem, according to commissioners 
who promoted the change, is that 
there is no equity in the way the 
grants are distributed and there is a 
tendency to use the funds as politi- 
cal favors. (See story, page 5) 

It’s easy to understand both 
sides. This millage, while successful 
in its attempt, has stirred up con- 


Ove 


My Christmas wish’? Some common sense 


wrapped up in a convenient pack- 
age. They've taken a lot of hits, late- 
ly, for things they didn’t have much 
control over. The agreement 
between the township and the 
developer of the former Northville 
Psychiatric Hospital—agreed to at 
the eleventh hour, after plenty of 
negotiation from both sides—has 
stung residents and officials alike. 
Members of the board have been 
criticized for trying to look out for 
their residents. There needs to be 
unity, not blame, on this project 
going forward or the painful les- 
sons learned last year will be for 
naught. 

Officials in the City of Wayne— 
and everywhere else, I suppose— 
will need some smaller belts as 
they go through the budget process 
this year. It’s going to be a difficult 
year for many municipalities, but 
Wayne has been particularly hard 


Taylor, who 
doesn’t live in 
the city, comes 
to the DDA as a financial agent 
whose family has a history in 
Belleville, which includes a busi- 
ness. To my knowledge, I don’t 
think he’s ever been on a board or 
commission, so I'll give you that one 
as anew voice. 

Voigt, a resident of the city, for- 
mer member of the planning com- 
mission and a 14-year member of 
the DDA, however, is not exactly a 
new voice or new blood. 

Sure, he’s been off the board for 
9 years and I mean no offense to 
him personally as I say this, but if 





by Andrea King 


See Fresh, page 5 


I9 : 
Anti-smoking legislation has been 
in approved in many other states 
and it’s time to Michigan 
to catch up with them. 


This is a fight that will continue, 
however, unless some kind of com- 
promise is reached. It expires at the 
end of 2010 and, if everyone is not 
happy with it by then, there is little 
chance that it will be renewed— 
and the residents of Wayne County 
will suffer for it. 

At the very least, this millage 
should not be treated like a frayed 
rope used in a tug of war contest 
between the county and the locals, 
each trying to protect their own 
programs and workers. 

As a new year dawns and many 
new elected representatives offi- 
cially take their seats, we hope for 
cross-party cooperation on these 
and other important issues. 


Current 
projects 
enough 
for now 


As the year draws to a close, 
members of the Northville 
Downtown Development Authority 
(DDA) board are mulling a change 
in the district borders. 

The idea is to bring in at least 
two new areas—the green space 
behind Northville City Hall and the 
Northville library, as well as the 
Mill Race Historical Village—in 
order to provide funding for more 
programs there. Other areas of the 
city, such as the property surround- 
ing the old Belanger building— 
known as Cady Town—and the 
Northville Downs racetrack prop- 
erty are under consideration, too. 

We like that the board is looking 
to the future in this way, but we 
don't think this is the right time to 
change the DDA. There are too 
many uncertainties facing the 
existing revenue stream—stem- 
ming from a housing and commer- 
cial market that has proved trou- 
blesome to predict—as well as too 
many projects that have yet to be 
completed. 

We think the board would be 
better off finalizing those—the next 
phase of the streetscape project, 
the ‘walk-through’ at the Comerica 
Bank and the new entrance to Ford 
Field—before they take on any- 
thing new. 

Perhaps when those projects 
are completed, or at least substan- 
tially under way, it will make more 
sense to revisit an expansion of the 
district. By then the economy will 
have straightened out and the 
board will have better numbers to 
plan with. They will also have a bet- 
ter idea if there’s a need to expand 
in those areas. The green space 
concept only came up when it was 
being used as a replacement site 
for the downtown Friday concerts, 
after all. If there’s a need to fund 
more activities there, there could 





sternation from officials who 
haven't seen the immediate impact 
of it—and, with 43 municipalities in 
Wayne County, many of whom do 
not host a Wayne County Park, 
there’s plenty of them to go around. 

At the same time, the millage has 
been used the way it was intended 
to. 






















CARBON, 
“Too 





hit by the econ- 
omy and for- 
tunes of the Big 
3 automakers. 

On that note, I had two more 
requests, one small and one large. 
First, I have a Christmas wish that | 
someone would disable the traffic 
light in front of the Ford Motor 
plant since it will be idle for the 
next several months. I’m tired of 
stopping there! 

I also hope that we all find a 
new sense of patriotism under the 
proverbial tree. Anyone in the mar- 
ket for a new car should consider a 
domestic car, first and foremost, 
now more than ever. If you can’t 
find a Ford you like, look for a 
Chevy. If you can’t find a Chevy, 
look for a Dodge. There are plenty 
of options out there and out biggest 
companies deserve our support— 
and trust. 
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Proposed parks millage change is vetoed 


Scott Spielman 
Editor 


A ordinance to change the way the Wayne County Parks 
millage is dispersed has stalled at the Wayne County 
Commission. 

The ordinance, proposed by County Commissioners Kevin 
MacNamara (D-Canton), Laura Cox (R-Livonia) and Bernard 
Parker (D-Detroit), was vetoed by County Executive Bob 
Ficano earlier this month. After an unsuccessful attempt to 
override the veto, the issue has been referred back to the 
Ways and Means Committee. 

“Tf we don't get enough for a 10-vote override, we'll proba- 
bly work within the commission to come up with a compro- 
mise on a new ordinance,” said MacNamara. 

The commission has 45 days to come up with the 10 votes 
necessary to override the veto. The Ways and Means 
Committee doesn’t meet again until January. 

The ordinance would have changed the way the .25 mill 





levy voters approved in 1996 was distributed, guaranteeing 
that 25 percent of the taxes sent to the county would be 
returned to each respective municipality. They remaining 75 
percent would go toward maintaining and operating Wayne 
County parks. 

Alan Helmcamp, assistant Wayne County executive, said 
he and the remainder of the county administration had been 
opposed to the change since it was proposed earlier this year. 

“It’s never been intended to return money back,” said 
Helmcamp of the millage. ‘“‘There’s a feel good quality to it 
and it would be a nice thing to do, but it’s not what this mill- 
age was put in place to do.” 

Voters approved the millage in 1996 to improve the Wayne 
County parks system, he said. It generates about $12.7 million 
per year, money that is funneled into Hines Park, Elizabeth 
Park, the Chandler Water Park in Detroit and the Fort Wayne 
Park. It also provides dedicated funding at facilities like the 
Nankin Township Interpretive Center in the Westland por- 
tion of Hines Park. 





Local officials have been critical of the millage since 
many—particularly those in western Wayne County—pay 
more into the fund than they receive in funding. In Canton 
Township, where there is no county park facility, township 
taxpayers supply about $1 million per year and have only 
received about $600,000 in grants since the millage went into 
effect. 

MacNamara and Cox said that, since they believed the 
county parks system could operate on 75 percent of the mill- 
age funding, the remainder should be returned to the local 
municipalities on an equal basis, a percentage of the amount 
they paid. That would remove politics from the grant 
approval process, they said. 

Helmcamp said, though, that the millage was put in place 
for Wayne County parks, not parks in Wayne County. It was 
designed to revitalize the Wayne County parks system—and it 
has worked. 

“Any change and we would lose all we have gained,” he 
sald. “We've got to keep the county parks maintained.” 





Molly Tippen 
Staff Writer 


Inkster-based Starfish Family 
Services has received a $100,000 
grant from the Ethel and James 


Flinn Foundation to aid teens facing 


mental and behavioral challenges. 

The money will be used to imple- 
ment the Family Psycho Education 
(FPE) program, which aids adoles- 
cents ages 13-17 that are under the 
care of Lifespan Clinical Services, a 
division of Starfish. The organization 
is one of the first provider agencies 
in Wayne County to implement FPE 
with this age group. 

‘We are grateful for the generous 
grant from the Ethel and James 


Flinn Foundation,” said Ann Kalass, 
CEO of Starfish Family Services. 
“We are proud to be a catalyst in the 
implementation of the Family 
Psycho Education program to help 
Wayne County area teens who strug- 
gle with mental illness.” 

Family Psycho Education is a 
nationally-recognized program that 
originated in the late 1970s. It recog- 
nized that resources were lacking for 
patients and family members living 
with a mental illness. FPE evolved 
into a program that empowers 
clients and family members with 
information and coping skills, help- 
ing to strengthen family support and 
create a greater chance for improve- 
ment for the client. 


The implementation of the pro- 
gram will assist in the Starfish goal to 
decrease admissions into hospitals, 
residential settings and other out-of- 
home placements. 

Currently, there is a gap in servic- 
es that is evident by the family mem- 
bers’ low level of involvement in the 
treatment process, according to 
research by Starfish. With the popu- 
lation of children and adolescents 
with schizophrenia, schizo-affective 
disorders and psychotic disorders, 
the involvement of the family is 
imperative to the successful recov- 
ery of clients. 

Lifespan will utilize a tracking 
system that is already in place for 
clients to provide the data needed to 


measure the success of the FPE 
implementation. 

“Our goal is to provide innovative 
and effective care so that teens fac- 
ing mental challenges can live a pro- 
ductive and happy life,” Kalass said. 

Lifespan is a division of Starfish 
Family Services and provides behav- 
ioral, emotional and mental health 
services to children and families 
throughout Wayne County. Lifespan 
clinicians, psychologists and psychi- 
atrists specialize in diagnosing and 
treating all kinds of emotional diffi- 
culties, working with children, 
teenagers, adults and entire families. 
Therapy is offered at clinics in 
Livonia and Westland as well as 
within the client’s home. 


Grant will aid expansion of agency service 


Starfish Family Services offers 
programs to help educate and 
empower vulnerable families and 
children in Western Wayne County. 
The agency serves more than 7,600 
children and their families at 
numerous service sites each year. 

The Flinn Foundation is a 
Detroit-based private foundation 
established in 1976 by the late Ethel 
“Peggy” Flinn and her brother 
James H. Flinn Jr. Jim Flinn, Jr, who 
was diagnosed with schizophrenia in 
his early 20s, led a productive life 
until his death in 2007 at the age of 
91. Since inception, more than $13 
million in grants has been awarded. 
The annual grant making budget of 
the foundation is $3.2 million. 
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FROM PAGE 4 


you Say you want a fresh, new voice, 
then you should make it one. I cer- 
tainly think his experience will be 
handy and needed, but I agree with 
Chedraue who voted ‘no’ on the 
DDA appointments and I commend 
him for his stance on the vote: 

No offense to the new appointed 
members and all, but where is the 


fresh, new voice there? When I 
think of ‘new’ ideas, I think of liter- 
ally someone new, who has never 
been on the board or commission. 
Ever. 

Councilmembers later voted for 
other boards and commissions, 
including resident Henry 
Kurezewski, Michael Hawkins, 
Amy Jordan and Thomas Smith for 
the Planning Commission, Bob 
Stoner to the Cemetery Advisory 
Committee, Ralph Mayer to the 
Brownfield Redevelopment 


Authority and James Graham to the 
Board of Review. Those seemed to 
be less controversial, but I can’t 
help but think are certain city offi- 
cials more interested in appointing 
their ‘friends’ to these boards and 
commissions, rather than doing so 
in a fair and equal process. 

I would hate to think of our polit- 
ical system as unjust. But maybe 
the way these board members are 
appointed needs to be reworked to 
prevent even the appearance of 
any such tactics. | 


Projects 


FROM PAGE 4 


be a better way to come up with the 
money. 

As far as Cady Town is con- 
cerned, it appears that a 
Brownfield Redevelopment 
Authority district would be a better 


funding mechanism than an expan- 
sion of the DDA. It provides the 
same general type of tax capture, 
but allows for more flexibility in the 
funding of it. 

Members of the Northville DDA 
should be congratulated for looking 
ahead and ensuring there will be 
plenty of changes that will help 
keep the downtown area fresh and 
vibrant. 

_ That's eauen! for now, Se 
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Essential Collections - Se Comedy Legends 
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From the once "lost" comedy films of Roscoe 
Arbuckle - to the other side of the Stooge 
story - to newly unearthed rarities and 
industrial films from slapstick master Buster 


Keaton... 


These multi-disc DVD collections feature 
stunning restorations, incredible 
reconstructions and a million laughs! In 
addition to great original films, each set 
contains hours of fascinating extras which 
will appeal to both the die-hard collector and 
casual fan alike! 


Priced to own, these groundbreaking works - 
from some of America's favorite funnymen - 
belong in every classic comedy collection. 
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Next Level 
selects All-Area 








football teams 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


Christmas came early this year 
for area football players. 

Jason Malloy, the president, 
founder and director of the Next 
Level Football Camp, recently 
decided to play Santa Claus. He 
made a list of all the football stars 
in the area and checked it twice to 
see who was naughty and nice this 
season. 

He found 23 players deserving 
enough to make the list for his 
Annual Next Level All-First and 


All-First team 


_ QB-Devin Gardner-Inkster 

_ QB-Andrew Dillon 

~ Lincoln 

_ RB-Nick Hil-Chelsea 
RB-Austin 
White-Stevenson 

_ WREvan Kourtjian - Saline 

__ WR-Donald Spenser-Ypsilant 
WR- Cameron Gordon-Inkster 
OL- Charlie Chapman-Carlton 
Airport 
OL-Esham Farha-Pioneer 
OL-Mason 
Cole-Bedford 
OLJustin Sneddon-Canton 

~ QB-Nadar 

_ Farha-Pioneer 


 DB-Brandisi3) 3 is 

_ Yarrington-Pioneer 

_ DB-Alan Freeman-Inkster 

_ DB-Hassan Amen-Fordson 
DB-Mark 
Grisa-Stevenson 
DL-Dylan Famngton-Adnan 
|B-Nores Fsradi-Dearborn 
LB-Keith Marks-Willow Run 
LB-Matt Price-Saline 

_ LB-Denzel Richmond-Inkster 
DL-David Box-Milan 
DL-Brandon 
Lane-Stevenson 





All-Second teams—12 of those 
players were from Journal World 
areas. 

Inkster was the big winner with 
six players between the two 
teams—four on the All-First 


squad. 

Leading the troupe on the First 
team was the versatile junior quar- 
terback Devin Gardner. If he was- 
nt the best quarterback in 2008, he 
will be in 2009. His rocket arm and 
ability to avoid tackles in the back- 
field and run for huge gains was 
instrumental in getting the Vikings 
back to Ford Field. 

At 6-foot-2 and 220 pounds, sen- 
ior wide receiver Cameron 
Gordon had the great hands and 
big-play capabilities to be Inkster’s 
go-to guy. 

Alan Freeman might be the 


All-Second Team 


Offense 
QB-Frankie Popp-Brother Rice 
QB-Jordan Kaufman-Ubly 
QB-Jerome Scales-John Glenn 
QB- lan Thomas -Highland Park 
RB- Ali Alaboody-Fordson 
RB-Richard Haley-Wayne 
WR-Ricky Griffin-Pioneer 
WR- Jeremy Jackson-Huron 
WR-Rod Barksdale-Ypsilanti 
OLJames Vazquez- Robichaud 
OL-Mariquis Wallace -Inkster 
QB-Terrance Moore —Ypsilant 


Defense 
DB- Daniel Lindsey 
Kennedy 
DB-Antonie Robinson-Southfield 
DB-Louis Stevenson 

-» Haris-Highland Park 3 

DB-Mahmoud Alnfifeh-Dearbom 
DL-Sterlin Griffin -Inkster | 
DL-Shawn Sinawe-Ann Arbor 
Pioneer 
LB- Dion Shepard-Romulus 
LB-Gerald McCants-Robichaud 
LB-Dan Easterday-Tecumseh 
LB-Kurt Lymbumer-Pioneer 





most athletic player in the All- 
First group. He is a dynamic run- 
ning back, defensive back and 
return man for Inkster. He fin- 
ished with 1,600 yards on 114 car- 
ries and 16 touchdowns. 

Senior linebacker Denzel 
Richmond was a force to be reck- 
oned with on the field, too. At mid- 
dle he flew from sideline to side- 
line to make big players for the 


Romulus Coach 
Nate Oats calls 
a timeout to 
come up with a 
plan. The 
Eagles trounced 
visiting Willow 
Run, 66-50 on 
Thursday. The 
team prepares 
for the Annual 
Romulus 
Holiday Classic 
on Saturday. 
Photo by Jeff Novak 


Kinney, Romulus Eagles 
trounce Willow Run, 66-50 


Led by senior forward Derrick 
Kinney, the Romulus Eagles 
improved to 2-1 on the season 
with a 66-50 victory over visiting 
Willow Run on Thursday. 

Kinney scored 24 points in the 
outing and grabbed seven 
rebounds in his first start as an 
Eagle. 

“He knows what he’s doing,” 
said Romulus Coach Nate Oats. 
“T didn’t expect a 24-point per- 
formance, but I knew he would 
be good for us.” 

The rising star scored 18 of his 
24 in the first half alone. Junior 
forward DeAndray Buckley 
added 10 points—a perfect 10 for 
10 from the free throw line—for 
the Eagles, 


Senior guards Filmore 
Bouldes and Rashard Porter 
each had six assists on the night. 

“We played alright on 
offense,” Oats said. “We were 26- 
38 from the free throw line, 
which was a huge improvement 
form the first two games. 
Defensively we just weren't very 
good.” 

Romulus hosts Detroit Finney 
at 9:30 pm on Saturday, Dec. 27 as 
part of the seven-game Romulus 
Holiday Classic. 

Admission to the showcase is 
$10 per person for the entire day. 
There are no discounts for chil- 
dren, senior citizens, etc. and no 
passes will be accepted. Games 
starts at lla.m. 
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Coach of the Year. 


Vikes all season. 

Canton didn’t win a regional 
championship, but had plenty of 
talent on the team. Senior offen- 
sive lineman Justin Sneddon 
helped make it happen. He was a 
consistent blocker on the line, 
helping the mighty Wing-T offense 
that Canton Coach Tim Baechler 
prefers run smoothly. 

Malloy chose Inkster Coach 
Greg Carter as Coach of the Year 

“Carter has brought pride and 
joy to the Inkster football pro- 


Inkster junior Devin Gardner was selected as the 
quarterback for the Next Level All-First team. 


Next Level chose Inkster Coach Greg Carter as 
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Inkster running back, and former Wayne Memorial 
star, Alan Freeman made the Next Level All-First team 





Glenn standout Jerome Scales, a senior quarterback, 
earned a spot on the Next Level All-Second team. 
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for his performance in 2008. 


gram,” Malloy said. “He will con- 
tinue to make this football team a 
state contender.” 

All-Second team include: 

John Glenn senior star quarter- 
back Jerome Scales made the 
grade—and for good reason. He 
was quick on his feet and could 
thread a needle with his passes. 
Wayne senior running back 
Richard Haley was a force plow- 
ing threw the middle and bursting 
to the outside. 

Inkster freshman offensive line- 


man Marquise Wallace and senior 
defensive lineman Sterlin Griffin 
were also instrumental in getting 
Inkster back to the state champi- 
onship finale at Ford Field. 

Romulus senior linebacker 
Dion Shepard was key in the 
Eagles’ turnaround in 2008. 

Offensive lineman James 
Vazquez was a solid player for 
Dearborn Heights Robichaud and 
linebacker Gerald McCants 
proved that he McCould for the 
Bulldogs, too. 


Belleville starts season, 3-0 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


With a full squad of seniors 
returning, 2009 could be the year of 
the Belleville Tigers. 

Belleville already made its mark 
on the hardwood in its first three 
contests of the season. The Tigers 
knocked off heavy hitting district 
opponents Wayne and John Glenn 
in the opening week and demol- 
ished Monroe, their first Mega Red 
opponent, last week. 

“Expectations are high,” said 
Belleville Coach Don Hickman. ‘‘We 
have a veteran team with almost the 
entire starting lineup back. We want 
to win the league and district and I 
think with this group anything less 
will be considered unsuccessful.” 

The roster bursts with experi- 
ence. Nine players return for 
Hickman and seven of them are 
seniors. There are some newcomers 
to team this season but it is unlike- 
ly—with the talent and experience 
returning—that they will see much 
playing time, according to Hickman. 

Back in action and leading the 
pack is 5-foot-9 senior point guard 
Ricky Love. He’s a mover and a 
shaker in the best sense of the term. 
He can move the ball and shake off 
defenders while consistently play- 
ing at 100 miles per hour 

“It’s nice to have point guard 
come back that knows what has to 
be done,” Hickman said. “He knows 


what is expected of him.” 

Love scored 12 points against 
John Glenn in the 42-32 victory on 
Dec. 12. 

Booker Stoudmire, a 6-foot-2 sen- 
ior guard, is one of the better play- 
ers in the area with good size and a 
good shot to go with it. He added 11 
points against the Rockets. 

‘“He’s a great kid and a good stu- 
dent on top of everything,” 
Hickman said. “He works hard and 
it will be nice to watch what will be 
a great senior season for him.” 

Senior forward Kourea Hayes is 
a three-year varsity player. 
Hickman calls him a “glue guy” 
because of his ability to hold every- 
thing together as a team player and 
leader. 

‘He does whatever we ask him to 
do,’ Hickman said. 

Nate Hand is a big senior for- 
ward at 6-foot4 that probably does- 
nt get the recognition he deserves 
for his versatile play and hard work 
ethic. 

‘People always talk about Love 
and Stoudmire but the average fan 
doesn’t realize what Nate Hand 
does for our team in order for us to 
win basketball games,” Hickman 
said. “He does all of the little things 
that we need to win.” 

Vinnie Boyd has the talent to 
start on most other teams in the 
state but because of the depth must 
settle for being Belleville’s sixth 
man. As a talented senior guard he 


will see plenty of time in the field. 

Another big returner is senior 
guard Alantae Phelan, who could 
also be a starter on most teams. 

Junior forward Mohammed 
Conde is the team’s biggest player 
in more ways than one. He stands at 
6-foot-7 and is an emerging star 
offensively, leading the team in all 
three of the games to date. 

He dominated the opener 
against Wayne, scoring 22 points 
with 20 rebounds. Against Glenn, he 
knocked down 15 and captured 15 
boards. He scored 15 and secured 
13 rebounds in the Monroe contest. 

Other returning players include 
senior guard Javon Hopkins and 
junior forward Chris Primeau. 

Belleville topped Wayne, 72-62, 
in the season and home opener on 
Dec. 12. 

The defense tightened up in the 
second game against host Glenn on 
Dec. 12. There the Tigers only gave 
up 32 points in the 42-32 victory. 

Most recently Belleville washed 
out host Monroe, 52-29, on 
Thursday. 

Ten guys scored in the outing 
and just about everyone had a 
chance to play, according to 
Hickman. 

Belleville takes part in the 
Romulus Holiday Classic Challenge 
of Champions Boys Basketball 
Showcase and will play Gabriel 
Richard at 6:15 on Saturday at 
Romulus High. 


DECEMBER 24, 2008 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
DECEMBER 16, 2008 


Supervisor White called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. in the Board Room. Present: 
Supervisor White, Clerk Wright, Treasurer Budd, Trustee Hart, Trustee Jahr, Trustee 
Ostrowski and Trustee Partridge. Absent and excused: None. Others in attendance: Public 
Safety Director Champagne, Parks and Recreation Director Ross, Planning and Economic 
Development Deputy Director Swallow, DPW Director Knepper, Executive Assistant 
Ireland, Secretary Cline and.an audience of eighteen (18). 


APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Budd moved, Jahr seconded to approve the agenda as pre- 
sented with the following differences. New Business Item #13 to read “Consider reap- 
pointments of Ray Bailey and Max Johnson to the Public Safety Committee with terms to 
expire July 30, 2010.”; add New Business Item #15 “Consider the appointment of Brenda 
McClanahan to the Public Safety Committee with terms to expire July 30, 2010.°; New 
Business Item # 9 to read “Consider reappointment of Ted Smolinski to the Planning 
Commission with term to expire October 1, 2011.” Carried: 


PUBLIC HEARING: Hart moved, Jahr seconded to open the public hearing to consider 
the 2008 Amended General Fund Budget and the 2009 Proposed General Fund Budget. 
Carried. 


Supervisor White opened the public hearing giving an overview of the General Fund 
Budget. The Board has met the task of producing a balanced General Fund Budget. The 
level of the service to our citizens, which is funded through this budget, remains our top 
priority. While the township general operating levy is one of the lowest in the vicinity, we 
continue to provide a highly beneficial level of service to the community and its residents. 
Public Safety has expanded services due to the passage of the millage request and will con- 
tinue its level of excellent service. Environmental protection remains funded, as does the 
increased use of the municipal complex with added programs and open gym times. Our 
senior program has expanded and membership is at an all time high. Managed develop- 
ment will direct the path of Van Buren Township as we continue to meet today’s economic 
challenges. Collective bargaining agreements have been reached for Police Officers Labor 
Council (POLC) Command, POLC Patrol and Dispatch, American Federation of State, 
County and Municipal Employees (AFSCME) and Michigan Association of Fire Fighters 
(MAFF). The Board looks forward to continued spirit of cooperation as we work together. 
Supervisor White stated included in the Board packet are the 2008 Amended and 2009 
Proposed General Fund Budgets, Balance Sheet Modification Statement and Salaried 
Employee Wage Schedule. In your consideration of approval for these budgets, these 
attachments are inclusive: A) Revenues in excess of those noted shall be dedicated to fund 
balance. B) Fiscal year line items; which are not expensed, with the exception of specified 
reserve line items, shall revert to net income. C) Approval of appendices noted above as 
part of the General Fund Budget. D) Revenue as “Tax Administrative Fee” is to continue 
as past practice. The allocated millage for township operations 10.4702, which represents 
.9144 mill for Township Operations, 4.000 mills for Public Safety and 5.5558 mills for 
Water/Sewer Debt. E) Adoption by department total. F) Van Buren Township Board of 
Trustees hereby sets the value for capitalization of fixed assets at $1,000 for items having a 
useful life greater than one year. The exception would be computer and technology equip- 
ment for which items with values less than $1,000 will be grouped and depreciated as long 
as the total of the grouped items exceeds the $1,000 threshold. G) December 16, 2008, 
approval supersedes prior resolutions. The 2009 Proposed General Fund Budget expendi- 
tures are $15,688,481 which is an increase of $623,451 over the 2008 Amended General 
Fund Budget of $15,065,030. Supervisor White reviewed 2008 Amended and 2009 
Proposed General Fund Budget expenditures line items, noting the majority of the increase 
in 2009 Proposed General Fund Budget is for the Police Department and for Retiree Health 
Care Benefits Fund. Supervisor White reviewed the Revenue sources that include property 
taxes, Public Safety revenues, registrations and licenses, permit fees and State Shared 
Revenue noting the 2008 Amended General Fund Revenue total are $11,458,723 and 2009 
Proposed General Fund Revenue total are $11,051,977. The planned transfers for Proposed 
2009 are as follows: Reserved Fund Balance $651,741; Unreserved Fund Balance 
$424,527; Landfill Fund $3,480,236; E-911 $80,000 with a total of $4,636,504 in transfers. 
The total Revenue and Transfers for 2009 are $15,688,481 noting this is the same amount 
as Proposed 2009 Expenditures. Supervisor White further stated changes in General Fund 
Balances with projected Fiscal Fund Balance for Amended 2008 are $3,149,257 and 
Proposed 2009 are $2,724,730 noting this-is a drop of $424,527. The total for 
Designated/Undesignated Fund Balance for the Proposed 2009 are $2,724,730. Supervisor 
White stated the Employees Wage Schedule for 2009 as follows: MAFF 3 percent; POLC 
Patrol/Dispatch 3.25 percent; POLC Command 3.25 percent with a rank percentage to the 
- Patrol Officers; AFSCME 3.25 percent; Salaried 2 percent and Elected Offices of 
Supervisor, Clerk, Treasurer and Trustees will not receive a wage increase in 2009. 


The Board had the following comments. Treasurer Budd stated she was conservative in the 
amount of State Shared Revenues budgeted for 2009. Treasurer Budd further stated the 
Township will be watching the Building Department permit revenues and are mindful of 
the current economy. Trustee Jahr stated the Board held a Budget Hearing with all 
Departments Directors and stressed to all Directors the Boards concern for future revenues 
of the Township and for all Directors to maintain a high level of services while recognizing 
the revenues may be declining in the future. Trustee Jahr further requested Director 
Champagne review the Public Safety Budget noting there are not any major staffing 
changes in 2009 as discussed during the Work Study Meeting. Director Champagne stated 
most of the line items stayed the same or decreased with the exception of allocated fringes 
due to rising cost:of health care and wages due to contractual agreed upon increases with 
collective bargaining agreement. The question posed yesterday was whether the Public 
Safety Department has the full amount of staffing to meet the needs from the millage. 
Director Champagne gave a detailed review and further stated the 2009 Proposed Budget 
has been budgeted to meet the staffing needs of the Public Safety Department noting there 
are additional employees to be hired. Board members urged Supervisor White and Director 
Champagne to work out the details to accomplish the staffing of Public Safety. Supervisor 
' White wants the Board to be cautious of what January 1, 2010 will bring due to the state of 
the economy and the township should be well rounded in all Departments. 


There were no comments or questions from the audience. 
There being no further discussion, a motion was made to close the public hearing. 
Jahr moved, Hart seconded to close the public hearing. Carried. 


Hart moved, Budd seconded to open the public hearing to.receive public comment on the 
2008 Amended Special Revenue Fund Budgets and the 2009 Proposed Special Revenue 
Fund Budgets. Carried. 


Supervisor White opened the public hearing stating the Special Revenue Funds generally 
reflect their purpose by their title. The following are the Special Revenue Funds: 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), Downtown Development Authority 
(DDA), Local Development Finance Authority (LDFA), Capital Improvement Fund, 
Federal Forfeiture Fund, State Forfeiture Fund, Landfill Fund, Belleville Area Museum, E- 
911 Service Fund, Bemis Road Special Assessment District (SAD), Lohr Road SAD and 
Belle Harbour/Lake Crest SAD. Supervisor White stated this information is available in 
the Clerk’s Office and additionally this information will be placed on the Township website 
after Board approval. The Board discussed these items during the Work Study Meeting. 


Comments or questions from the Board or the audience. 
There being no further discussion, a motion was made to close the public hearing. 
Budd moved, Partridge seconded to close the public hearing. Carried. 


MINUTES: Hart moved, Wright seconded to approve the Work Study Session Minutes of 
December 1, 2008 as presented. Carried. 


Wright moved, Budd seconded to approve the Regular Board Meeting Minutes of 
December 2, 2008 as presented. Carried. 


CORRESPONDENCE: Director Knepper announced the Van Buren Township 
Equalization Basin System project recently received the American Public Works 
Association 2008 Project of the Year Award and a plaque was presented to the Board. The 
Equalization Basin System project has been submitted for additional state and national 
awards. 


The Board of Trustees presented Max Johnson with a Resolution honoring him for his 


many dedicated years of service to township by serving on the Public Safety Citizens 
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| _ Advisory Council and the Public Safety Committee. 


A supporter of Mothers Against Drunk Drivers (MADD) reminded the Board and residents 
the dangers of drinking and driving and to have a safe and happy holiday season. 


Treasurer Budd commented on the Equalization Basin and requested Director Knepper to 
provide details of the Equalization Basin. Director Knepper gave a brief description of the 
Equalization Basin stating the Equalization Basin is 1.3 million gallon underground storage 
tank. 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None. 


NEW BUSINESS: Hart moved, Ostrowski seconded to approve the 2008 Amended 
General Fund Budget, as outlined in Supervisor White’s and Treasurer Budd’s memo dated 
December 3, 2008, noting items A through G inclusive. Carried. 


Jahr moved, Wright seconded to approve the 2009 Proposed General Fund Budget, as out- 
lined in Supervisor White’s and Treasurer Budd’s memo dated December 3, 2008, noting 
items A through G inclusive. Carried. 


Wright moved, Budd seconded to approve the 2008 Amended Special Revenue Fund 
Budgets [CDBG, DDA, LDFA, Capital Improvement Fund, Federal Forfeiture Fund, State 
Forfeiture Fund, Landfill Fund, Belleville Area Museum, 911 Service Fund, Bemis Road 
SAD, Lohr Road SAD and Belle Harbour/Lake Crest SAD], as outlined in Supervisor 
White’s and Treasurer Budd’s memo dated December 3, 2008, noting items A and B inclu- 
sive. Carried. 


Budd moved, Jahr seconded to approve the 2009 Proposed Special Revenue Fund Budgets 
[CDBG, DDA, LDFA, Capital Improvement Fund, Federal Forfeiture Fund, State 
Forfeiture Fund, Landfill Fund, Belleville Area Museum, 911 Service Fund, Bemis Road 
SAD, Lohr Road SAD and Belle Harbour/Lake Crest SAD], as outlined in Supervisor 
White’s and Treasurer Budd’s memo dated December 3, 2008, noting items A and B inclu- 
sive. Carried. 


Budd moved, Partridge seconded to approve the 2008 Amended Water & Sewer Fund 
Budget and the 2009 Proposed Water & Sewer Fund Budget as presented noting this 
approval will supersede prior adoptions. Carried. 


Jahr moved, Hart seconded to adopt Resolution 2008-49 approving the 2009 Fee Schedule. 
Carried. 


Budd moved, Hart seconded to approve the additional engineering fees related to the 
Drinking Water Revolving Fund project to continue work on the water tower and water 
main project. Carried. 


Hart moved, Jahr seconded to approve the following permit applications by AT&T to install 
telecommunications infrastructure: PN 7045702 M63129 in the Tyler Road public right of 
way between Haggerty Road and Morton Taylor Road; PN 7045708 M63110700 for 350 
feet on the west side of Sumpter Road between Columbia Avenue and Owen Street; PN 
6300340 M63107 in the Elwell Road public right of way for 400 feet south of the Hull 
Road intersection and in the Hull Road public right of way for 400 feet east of the Elwell 
Road intersection, Carried. 


Budd moved, Partridge seconded to approve the reappointment of Ted Smolinski to the 
Planning Commission with term to expire October 1, 2011 and to send a letter of apprecia- 
tion to Chuck Covington for his years of c_. vice. Carried. 


Jahr moved, Hart seconded to accept Robert McKenna resignation from the Board of 
Zoning Appeals and to approve the appointment of Robert McKenna to the Planning 
Commission with term to expire 
October 1, 2011. Carried. 


Hart moved, Jahr seconded to approve the reappointments of Harlan Davenport and Robert 
Coppock to the Construction Code Appeals Board with terms to expire February 28, 2011. 


Carried. 


Jahr moved, Partridge seconded to approve, the appointment of Ronald Merritt to the 


Environmental Commission with term to expire October 1, 2009 and to approve the; 


appointment of David Wilson to the Environmental Commission with term to expire 
October 1, 2011. Carried. 


Hart moved, Jahr seconded to approve the reappointments of Ray Bailey and Max Johnson 
to the Public Safety Committee with terms to expire July 30, 2010. Carried. 


Budd moved, Partridge seconded to approve the reappointment of Lila Warner to the 
September Days Senior Citizens Endowment Committee with term to expire January 15, 
2010. Carried. , 


Wright moved Partridge seconded to approve the appointment of Brenda McClanahan to 
the Public Safety Committee with term to expire July 30, 2010. Roll Call Vote: Yeas: 
Wright, Jahr, Ostrowski, Partridge and White. Nays: Budd and Hart. Absent: None. 
Carried. 


VOUCHER LIST: Budd moved, Jahr seconded to approve the’ December 16, 2008 vouch- 
er list as presented. Carried. 


REPORTS: None. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS: The Recreation Department announced the following events: On 
Friday, February 13th and Saturday, February 14th the 14th annual Daddy/Daughter 
Sweetheart Dance will be held in the Van Buren Township Community Center. Also, 
Boater Safety Classes will be held on February 28th, March 28th and April 25th. For more 
information on programs or events contact the Parks and Recreation Department at 
699.8926. 


Deputy Director Swallow stated a number of residents have reported receiving flyers 
regarding the Michigan Energy Commission noting the Township is not aware of any such 
agency exists and cautions home owners. 


Clerk Wright stated the Township Administrative Offices will be closed on Wednesday, 
December 24th, Thursday, December 25th and Friday, December 26th for the Christmas 
Holiday and on Wednesday, December 31st, Thursday, January Ist and Friday, January 2nd 
for the New Year Holiday. 


Treasurer Budd reminded residents the tax deadline has been extended’ until February 28, 
2009. | 


Santa Claus will be at the Belleville Area Museum on Saturday, December 20th at noon. 


Supervisor White stated the recently held Senior Holiday Dinner had approximately 225 
people in attendance and all enjoyed an evening of music and dinner. This event was taped 
and will be aired on the Township Cable Channel 12. Also, the Board of Trustees wished 
all the residents of Van Buren Township a very happy holiday season with a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy 2009 New Year. 


AUDIENCE (Non-Agenda Items): A resident thanked Director Ross for the improve- 
ments to the parks in Van Buren Township. «Director Ross stated the Riggs Heritage Park is 
a green park and uses solar power to heat and light the facility. 


Supervisor White clarified statements regarding Max Johnson’s appointment. 
CLOSED SESSION: None. 
ADJOURNMENT: Jahr moved, Hart seconded to adjourn at 9:47 p.m. Carried. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Leon Wright 
Township Clerk 


Paul D. White 
Supervisor 


Publish: December 24, 2008 


Watch for daily news updates on our website www.journal group.com 
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Plymouth Wildcats return to hardwood 


Jeff Novak 
Staff Writer 


The Plymouth Wildcat basketball 
squad has a new look and will rely 
on athleticism this season—but they 
are still working out the kinks. 

The Wildcats fell to 1-3 on the 
season with a 57-50 loss to visiting 
Stevenson last Thursday. 

‘We should have been up double 
digits at the half based on missed 
layups alone,” said Plymouth Coach 
Tom Van Wagoner. “We lost our 
poise, took some ill-advised shots 
and turned the ball over during a 
key stretch of the game.” 

Stevenson took to the line 28 
times, making 18 shots, while 
Plymouth made just 4 of 10 from the 
stripe. 

Plymouth led, 2421, at the half 
but couldn’t hang on. Stevenson 
found its rhythm in the second to 
outsecore the Wildcats, 17-9, in the 

third and 19-17 in the fourth frame. 

Just three non-conference games 
into the season, Van Wagoner said 
he isn’t too concerned, yet. 

“This young team is improving 
and gaining experience as we go,” 
he said. “We will be much better 


3 


soon. 

With the graduation of six high- 
caliber seniors in June, the team 
has a whole new dynamic for its 
2008-09 campaign. The new-look 


team consists of six seniors, five Jun- 
iors and three sophomores. 

Four of the 14 players are 
extremely active in sports outside 
the basketball realm, contributing 
to the high level of athleticism that 
is anticipated this season. 

On the down side the team only 
returns about 10 percent of their 
scoring from last year, according 
Van Wagoner. 

“We lost six seniors that con- 
tributed largely to victories over 
rivals Canton and Salem twice, 
including a school first state tourna- 
ment victory over Salem,” Van 
Wagoner said. “We will be young 
and athletic, looking to gain experi- 
ence while having success (this 
year).”’ 

The seniors include guard Brad 
Lineberry, who recently signed to 
play baseball at Madonna 
University. Zack Hamed Just fin- 
ished a stellar year as a wide receiv- 
er and defensive back with the foot- 
ball team. 

Cliff Buttermore is a Sharpshoot- 
er who is also an ace on the mound 
for the baseball team. He has 
already stepped up as one of the 
team’s leading scorers, knocking 
down double digits in each of the 
first three contests. 

Buttermore lead Plymouth with 
14 against Stevenson, scored 10 for 
the Cats in their season and home 





Brennen Beyer (42) snags a rebound for Plymouth against a host of 
Stevenson defenders on Thursday. Photo by Ken Gamer 


| ‘The Wehigan Suinor 12U pecebalt team cece to raise enough n money ey wih tei 


Beye ae mri 
. tee | 





New Years Party to send them to Cooperstown. 





Slammers aim for Cooperstown] 


Jeff Novak | 





opener against South Lyon East and 
10 against Dexter two days later. 
Van Wagoner classifies senior 
Jordan Jones as a high-wire player 
and Ryan Spencer an energy player. 
Jones added nine points against 
East, including a slam-dunk and a 
tip-in late in the contest. 

Once healthy, senior Mike 
Rose—a football and baseball 
standout—will be a leading 
rebounder, according to Van 
Wagoner. 

Van Wagoner said that Junior 
Dion Johnson—who added 10 


‘points in the opener—is a creative 


and solid contributor and that hard- 
working Adam Skubik and newcom- 
ers Alontae McElhaney, Marquee 
Taylor and Aaron Thompson will all 
make a difference. Taylor led the 
team with 13 points last Tuesday. 

The sophomores include 6-foot-6 
Justin Moss, who scored 12 against 
East, and Brennen Beyer and Mike 
Nadratowski—both can be differ- 
ence-makers, according got Van 
Wagoner. 

Nadratowski knocked down 11 
points to lead Plymouth against 
Dexter and Moss dropped 13 in the 
team’s latest effort against 
Stevenson. 

Plymouth trounced South Lyon 
Fast, 74:34. 

Against Dexter, the team strug- 
gled in the second quarter and 
couldn’t regain the ground they 
gave up. 

The two teams went shot for shot 
in the first and were squared away 
at 9 after eight minutes. Dexter 
outscored the ‘Cats 15-5 in the sec- 
ond. But Plymouth battled back 
after the half to come within one— 
34-33. Dexter sank its shots from the 
line down the stretch to hold the 
Wildcats at bay. Dexter was 12-17 
from the stripe. 

“Down the stretch we had 
chance after chance to make plays 
and did and got it done, Van 
Wagoner said. “A little bit of experi- 
ence versus inexperienced panned 
out and was the difference.” 

The Wildcats are off until after 


the New Year:when they head to » 


Southgate Anderson at 7 p.m..on 
Tuesday, Jan. 6. 


Watch for daily news 
updates on our website 
www.journalgroup.com 












New Fresh Juice Bar 
Orange - Banana 
strawberry « Carrot - Celery 
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; Wildcae Wrest] 


Plymouth's Justin Moss (24) goes up for a layup against Stevenson 








defender Austin White (2) on Thursday. Photo by Ken Gamer 


for contemporary approach 


that captures both 


formal & journalistic images.. 
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Book your 2009 wedding by _ 


12.31.08 & receive 10% off 
wedding package and free 


Ga 


leather engagement album. 
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Michael Reynolds Photography 
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your old | favor 





10 a.m. — 2 p.m. every Sunday 


ee 


Every week, Chef Ryan and his s 


Scrambled Eggs, Apple Wood 
Oscar Meyer 


734-254-953 | 


www.michaelreynoldsphotography.com 





g reat new lunch and 
dinner items along 1 with 
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Enjoy a traditional Sunday Brunch with friends and family for only $14.99 


taff prepare only 


the finest dining delights including, Eggs Benedict, 


Smoked Bacon, 
Sausage, Pasta, 


_Statf tL x 


Every young basetall player cnwams of | 
playing baseball where it all ce ‘ 


Cooperstown. 


For the Michigan Slammnck 12U Hake | 


ball team that dream could be a reality, 


The 13 players that make up the De 


Slammers received a once in a lifetime 
offer to eat, sleep and play baseball 


against other teams their age fora week at 


Cooperstown. 
The problem is getting there. 


That's why the parents of the ae 
Slammers team have put together a New 


Nears Hive fundraising party i in hopes of 
offsetting some of the costs of the trip. — 
_ Anyone—individuals or groups—interest- — 
ed should call Mike McWilliams at (734) a 


740-8899 to RSVP by December 28, 2008. 


_ The party will take place at the - 
_ Hawthorne Valley Country Club i 

Westland on Merriman and Warren. The ‘ 
price is $60.00 per person and includes a _ 
dinner buffet, open bar, a D.J., dancing, i 
with raffles and more. ‘Doors open at 7 | 
a and casual dress is welcome. ERE e 
_ Any donations or sponsorships are also. Re 
_ welcome. For more information or ques- 

tions, please contact Mike MeWilliams at i 
the e number pbovey mee Ht 


Watch for daily news updates on our website www. journalgroup.com 










Bottomless Sparkling Wine 
$6.99 





All you can eat for only $14.99 


| 
| 
| 
| 
Chicken, Prime Rib, Pastries and Desserts. 
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www.station885.com 
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Spacious 3-bedroom WAYNE 
Wye | $625/mon.+security,include Newer building ea) 
Butler, Betty, | S 3200 Niagara 
December 16, 2008 age 78 ~—_— Notice is hereby given that NEW QUEEN INKSTER waler,section 8 accepted. $650/month plus utilities. INKSTER 
of Westland. Dear sister of | on 01/21/09 at 3:00pm the | ORTHOPEDIC 2 Bedroom, Bath, Available in January. Section 8 3 Bedroom Ranch w/ 
the late Clarence and Ed following will be sold by | PILLOWTOP Basement.$550/mo. + Call 248-703-1003 | accepted. 2 car garage, A/C 
Butler, Bertha Avery, Ethel competitive bidding at at Mattress & Box Set Security Deposit. Call 313-205-3021 Newly Aonaratsall 
Vanderbush and Viola Stor Room Self Storage, | $150 Available 01/15/09, | $875/month 
Swegles. Survived by many | 40600 Michigan Ave., w/warranty 3117 Harrison, 89. Apartments + security dep. 
nieces, nephew, great Canton, Mi 48188. New in Plastic _ #313-443-8175 For Rent call #734-266-8220 or 
nieces and nephews. Family Can Deliver WAYNE, MI #734-765-4455. 
will receive friends Monday Unit 1129, lan Smith, 734-326-2744 Quiet 1 Bedrm, 
12pm until 4pm service at Household, Recreational & /c WAYNE Well maintained 
the Uht Funeral Home, Misc. Goods; Unit 1218, INKSTER Near Wayne Road Heat/water/A/C inc. Westland 
Westland with Pastor William Leslie Moore, Misc. Goods; Newly Painted 3 Quiet and clean 1 bed- No pets 3 Bedroom ranch w/spa- 
Moull officiating. Please post | Unit 849, Russell Redmond, Bedrooms, room, $490/month cious living room & kitchen! 
a note of condolence at Household & Misc. Goods; Nice Kitchen Cabinets, Heat and water inc. Call a manager @ $775/mo,section 8 accept- 
www.uhtfh.com. Unit 409, Chad Cummings, SOFA & LOVESEAT SET Fenced Yard! Near No Pets Please. 734-729-2108 or ed. Call #734-394-2659 or 
Household, Recreational, & NEW in plastic & crate. Schools. $450 moves you in 734-718-9521 #734-837-5100. 
Misc. Goods; Unit 832, Full Warranty call#734-729-0641, Credit Approval, or owner @ 
Theresa J. Dennis Rebecca Hammel, $450 cell#313-734-8430. Sec. 8 welcome 734-718-3562 
Passed away on November Household & Misc. Goods; 313-247-2075 
26, 2008,Longtime resident Unit 317B, Terrance Albright, NEW 5 Pc. Cherry lar 





of Plymouth,MI. Beloved Household Goods. 


Mother of Mike, Pat and 


NEW LOWER RENTS! 
Winter Utility Allowance! 


Bedroom Suite 
All brand NEW in boxes 








OAKLAND MANOR APART- | 















CANTON 































Kelly,Sister of $395 WESTLAND-NORWAYNE MENTS Owner financed 
Carolyn,Grandmother to 4 Notice is hereby given that Call for list of CHRISTMAS SPECIAL, Call 734-467-1900 2&3 BR Mobile Homes 
grand-daughters. Memorial on January 21, 2009 at Must Sell clean, renovated 2 & * ONLY ONE LEFT * as low as $100/mon. 

service will be held on 1pm the following will be Can Deliver | 3 BR duplexes. Large One Bedrooms, to place your plus lot rental 
Monday, December 29, 2008 _— sold by competitive bid- (734) 637-2012 Section 8 welcome Starting at $495/mo., Call Jim @313-277-1907 
at 11 am @ First ding at Stor-N-Lock Self City Inspected No Sec.Dep. (per credit classified ad. 
Presbyterian Church of Storage, 7840 N. Wayne Lead Paint safe. report),No Application 
Plymouth, #734-453-6464. Rd., Westland, MI 48185. Some pets permitted. Fee,Some eC 
: : apply. LIF 
Unit #H2C Homer Moore. EY AM alm me) mac PN aeeHieaian ao Call #313-920- A Forever Recovery SAVE A LIFE TODAY 
Cte TUES tt Household Items & Misc. Most credit accepted 9966 (24hrs.),or a7 ae 
Opportunity items; Unit #E15 Linda Cain, Professional local full-time #734-444-5185, Sy; DEG ne 
Household Items; Unit #C5, AAA Willow Acres management and service. # 734-444-5212 2 ; 
Gerri Kuck, Vehicle; Unit Motel, Office at 2365 S. Venoy. oe 
INCREASE YOUR #H20, Grace Guajardo, Low daily and Norplex Associates 
INCOME Household Items, weekly rates. | 734-722-6444 

For more information listen Recreational Items& Misc. Refrigerator, microwave, | EHO 

to recorded message @ Items; Unit #L13, Brandon Cable TV. Wayne ; 
712-432-1283 pin#408736. If | Brown, Household Items & Call 734-721-1220 x z 2 Bedroom Fireplace, Personalize your own recovery 

you are interested in this Misc. Items; nit #P24, Kelly Tel-96 Inn 3 eed extra help’ Garage $550/ MO + 
Great Opportunity call Miss Brunet, Household Items; 313-535-4100 Advertise in our classified Security Deposit. | Se pee ae Thee Call: Insurance Accepted 

Kathy @#313-791-8691. Unit #08, Latoya Cordell Fairiane in Nov Relntwaricd eection: aN EAS ATS Medical Detox 1-877-456-3313 Financing Available 

Davailjin/Sunrise Motel Call 734-467-1900. | www. stopyouraddiction,com 
734-427-1300 TODAY! | 
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WE ARE LOOKING FOR TALENTED 
INDIVIDUALS TO FILL THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS: 


ADVERTISING SALES 
REPRESENTATIVES 


Send your resume via; Fax, E-Mail, or U.S. Mail Along with a cover letter to: 


The Journal Newspapers 
Att: General Manager 
35540 Michigan Ave. 


Wayne, MI 48184 


Fax: (734) 729-1840 — Email: srhaesa@journalgroup.com 
or for more information call Sean Rhaesa at 734-467-1900. 


EXPERIENCE A PLUS...ENTHUSIASM A MUST? 
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SMOKE FREE ENVIRONMENT 
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ia | | Counseling 
A-1 Auto | Motivational | 
Salvage & Scrap Empowerment | T AND A TR 
We Buy Scrap Metal Counseling Center |= jfile wo re O eee 
& Junk Cars & Assoc. | Boxes, 


Ferrous & Non-Ferrous 
Cert. State Truck Scale 
Pick-up or Drop-off 


Onn tisse! Dane right® 
734-451-9888 
America's #1 Handyman 


Packaging Supplies 
and Packaging 
Services for 


e Substance Abuse Treatment 
e Substance Abuse Classes 
¢ Mental Health Treatment 








2574 State nLAD Agsasemant oat Hoe or 
ilanti ‘ Small to medium eee saree 
Bs an ty ° Anger Management : Free Estimates 
(734) 483-0901 enameshavioence size projects On Time Arrival 
and "Honey do items" 
| 734-722-6683 


On WOW cable channel 14 


www.twomen.com 
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SAVE UP TO 50% 


OFF YOUR NEXT HEATING BILL! 


Pn RE * F Heats up to 1000sq.-" ¥ Cannot starta fire ce 
ft.evenlyforabouta / FREE shipping 
$1 a day / Full factory warranty 


/ Safe around kids & pets / NEW low price! 
Call NOW to Order 


1-800-469-0456 Sneed et 


Order online 24-7 www.iHeaterStore.com "5? Meds abo zeilath (teats 15009 fh) 
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Place your 2x2 display ad and 
reach over 3.5 million readers 
for just $999! Place a 25-word 
lassified ad and reach over 4 
nillion readers for just $299! 
Contact this newspaper or 

Michigan Press Association. 














on Ave 
Lansing, MI 48906-5 
Phone: 517.372.2424 
Fax: 517.372.2429 
MichiganPress.org 


Mi-Dan@michiganpress.or 





34. Specialized Services 


BRATCHER ELECTRIC 


COMPLETE CUSTOMER SATISFACTION SINCE 1956 
Remodeling « Service ¢ City Repairs 


= 734-722-0037 


35728 Van Born » Wayne 


Oe 


DIRECTORY 
VHT FUNERAL HOME 


Harold Rediske Jr., Director 
Harold Rediske II, Robert J. Gilbert, 

35400 Glenwood Road — 
Westland, Ml 48186 ¢ (734) 721-8555 

www.uhtfuneralhome.com 


24 HOUR SERVICE « FAX 278-7314 


(@) The Penn Funeral Home 


“The Funeral Home You Can Believe In” 
JAMES H. PENN & SON 
3015 S. Inkster Rd. 
Inkster, MI 48141 
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313-278-6300 


Call 
734-467-1900 
to place your 
Business and Service 
Directory ad. 
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